
Communication
Psychological Answer



Acquisition and Manipulation
• All children babble in 

all cultures including 
babies with hearing 
disabilities who 
jabber with their 
hands, imitate 
sounds, pitches and 
tones made by 
adults 

• Suggests language 
is innate





Innate Acquisition Theory 
(Chomsky)

• Children born with natural 
ability to acquire language 

• Ability to use language 
develops over time

! Universal Grammar – theory 
that all world’s languages share 

a similar underlying structure

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Cgpfw4z8cw


Chomsky’s theories

• suggested human brain 
has a device for language 
acquisition which permits 
understanding of lang. 
structure, allows person to 
learn it



Learning vs. Innate 
Acquisition

• Learning Theory (supported by Skinner) 

• Language acquired through conditioning process of 
growing up 

•  rewarded for positive things, punished for bad  
children develop behaviours that are “good” 

• Children rewarded with hugs when they say 
“mama”, develops with more complicated language 

• more sophisticated lang. used by parents, the better 
vocab developed by children



Learning Theory
• Incidents of feral children 

who lack the social 
interactions with adults are 
highly documented 

• Often lack language 
skills  

• Can’t use proper syntax



Communication
Sociological Answer



Language and Culture
• Sociologists examine what language says 

about a society 

• North America – use of andocentric 
language (sexist language) is declining – 
use of “police officer” instead of 
“policeman”, “humanity” rather than 
“mankind” etc 

• This kind of language gave the impression 
that men were more important than women



Preservation of Language
• Strong connection between culture and 

language 

• Eg. French Police in Quebec as a way to 
preserve French-ness  

• Very emotional issue as it expresses “the soul” 
of a culture 

• Linked to use of other words – gas instead 
of petrol, elevator rather than lift.



Language and culture
• Early 20th 

century – 
Aboriginal 
children sent 
to residential 
schools where 
they were 
punished for 
speaking their 
native tongue.

• Consequently, they forgot their 
languages 

• Many aboriginal languages are 
dying out



Language and Culture
• Some terms in a 

language can’t be 
properly translated, 
therefore meaning is lost 

• Meaning only understood 
by members of that 
language group 

• (humour in 2nd lang.)



Technology and Language

• Use of phone, email, fax – loss of penmanship 

• Increase in abbreviations, (ppl) and incomplete 
sentences in writing 

• Could be next step in evolution of 
communication – desire to say things more 
quickly 

• George Orwell’s Newspeak


